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Left to right: Edward Mean 
Yates county, 


1934 State Fair Spelling Bee 


y, Sea Cliff, Nassau county, first; Eastman Birkett, Penn Yar 
second; Marjorie Latta, Coxsackie, Greene 
Chautauqua county, fourth 


county, third; June Fisher, Ripley, 


The 1934 State Fair Spelling Bee 


BY KATHERINE M. COSGRAVE, EXECUTIVE SECRETARY, STATE FAIR SPELLIN 
Commissioner of 
ain had an 


Education Frank P. Graves _ the final tests. This ly evident wh 
opportunity this year to marvel 


in the following list 


given in the next to the 

ability of the boys and girls who _ final test, three of the entrants misspelled but 
gather at Syracuse each year to compete in the ne word each: auxiliary, catechism, hemor 
state Spelling Bee rhage, kimono, sacriles us, battalior absorp 
The contestants this year were espe ciallv keen tio repellent, rhinoceros ipl tha, co escent 
and alert, it seemed, and had apparently delved hackneyed, opaque, trafficking, hara late 

deeply into their dictionaries in search of diffi iltruism, euphoniou arangue ig 

cult or “catchy” words that might be given in rarefy, pessimism, iri ee, resuscitate and 
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macadamize. One of the three misspelled 
“naphtha,” by omitting the first “h”; the other 
two failed on the word “ hackneyed,” one spell- 
ing it “hackneed,” and the other, “ hackkneed.” 

Représentatives from 52 counties entered the 
1934 spelling bee, which was held on Tuesday 
of State Fair week, September 4th, in the audi- 
torium of the Boys’ and Girls’ Building. Of 
these 52 entrants, 11 were boys and 41 were 
girls. The prizes, however, were evenly divided, 
two boys and two girls being declared winners. 
Their names, the county represented, and their 
respective standings were as follows: 

First, $50 and silver cup, Edward Meany, Sea 
Cliff, Nassau county; second, $25, Eastman 
Birkett, Penn Yan, Yates county; third, $15, 


Marjorie Latta, Coxsackie, Greene county; 
fourth, $10, June R. Fisher, Ripley, Chautauqua 
county. 


Doctor Graves, who personally conducted the 
contest this year, was introduced to the boys 
and girls by Charles H. Baldwin, Commissioner 
of Agriculture and Markets, under whose 
sponsorship as head of the State Fair the con- 
tests are held. By his kindly manner and 
assurance of his desire to give them every as- 
sistance possible, Doctor Graves immediately 
disspelled the air of tension and had the com- 
plete confidence of each boy and girl before him. 
Throughout the day he relieved the strain by 
interesting anecdotes and by explanation of the 
derivation of many of the words — some from 
the Greek, some from the Latin, and others 
again that had their root in early Anglo-Saxon. 

The first word of the first test of 50 words, 
which was written, was “athletic,” on which 
A word that took a heavy toll, 
however, was “ Cincinnati,” mis- 
spelled on eight papers, there being much inde- 
The words 


no one failed. 
which was 


cision as to the “n’s” and “t's.” 
“ facilitate” and “affidavit” also proved snags 
for several, each having been misspelled by five 
entrants. The misspelling of these words con- 
sisted of doubling the “1” in “ facilitate,” and 


tor the ” in afh- 


substituting an “a” first “i 
davit. Other words difficult 
pinnacle, attitude, bouquet, nourishment, car- 
buretor, aggravate, development, persuasion and 


found were: 


exaggerate. 

The 27 contestants who had perfect papers 
in the first test represented the following coun- 
ties: Broome, Cayuga, Chautauqua, Chemung, 
Franklin, 
Monroe, 


Dutchess, Erie, 
Madison, 


Columbia, 
Herkimer, 


Clinton, 
Fulton, 


Greene, 


Nassau, Niagara, Onondaga, Orange, Oswego, 
Putnam, Rockland, Seneca, Suffolk, Ulster, 
Washington, Westchester and Yates. Of these. 
eight were boys and 19 were girls. 

An oral test of 150 words was next in order, 
and in this one boy and two girls dropped out. 
The from Columbia went 
down on “bruise,” spelling it “bruse”: the 
Ulster county representative put two “m’s” in 
“animate,” and the Onondaga county boy had 
great difficulty with 
spelling it “ discruppancy.” 


contestant county 


“discrepancy,” finally 

This left 24 candidates, and to these was sub- 
mitted another written test of 50 words. When 
these papers had been corrected, following in- 
termission for reported 
that 14 had 100 per cent — six boys and eight 


luncheon, the judges 
Four misspelled one word each; three, 
The most 
Tennessee, 


girls. 
two words, and three, three words. 
troublesome words in this test were: 
Philippine, obscene, operetta, grievous, tem- 
pestuous, propagate, maintenance and accumu- 
late. 

Doctor Graves then called the 14 with a 
perfect standing to the front for another oral 
“spell-down” of 150 
was not a failure. The latter test was broad- 


cast over Station WFBC, Syracuse. 


words, in which there 


Following a short relaxation period, during 
which music and entertainment were provided, 
Doctor Graves, fortified with a list of 75 more 


difficult words (still taken from the printed 
list), had the 14 survivors take their places for 
the fifth lap of the contest. This test was 


written and took a toll of five. The contestants 
from Suffolk, Cayuga, Niagara and Rockland 
counties misspelled one word each, and the irl 
from Seneca county found three that she comJ 
not spell. The causes for the downfalls this 
time were: tranquillity, subtle, Egyptian, maim, 
sanguine and crocheting. 

It is interesting to note that of four girls 
but 11 


one came through with 100 per cent up to this 


years of age who entered the contest, 


point. This was Evelyn Jones of Cayuga 


county, who went down on the intricacies of 


“ subtle,” spelling it “ suttle.” In this test, also, 
the judges were divided against themselves as 
with 


to whether the spelling of “ tranquillity ” 


one “1” was allowed by any of the dictionaries, 
sent to 


libraries to settle the question. It 


and an SOS was one of the public 


was found, 
however, that only one spelling is allowed, and 


that, with the two “I's.” The judges forthwith 
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decided that they too had profited greatly by 
their attendance at the State Spelling Bee. 

At this point in the contest, it was decided 
that it would be necessary to test these spellers 
on words other than those in the 5000-word list 
in order to determine the winners. The next 
test comprised the 25 words given earlier in 
this review of the contest, in which, as was 
stated, three misspelled but one word each. 
These were the contestants from Nassau, Yates 
and Greene counties. The latter test determined 
the winners of the first three prizes, but not 
their respective standings. June Fisher, of 
Chautauqua county, misspelled three words, and 
since there was no one who had misspelled but 
two words, she was awarded fourth place. Of 
the other contestants in this test, representing 
Putnam, Orange, Clinton, Dutchess and Fulton 
counties, one each misspelled four, six, seven, 
nine and ten words. 

The interest in the contest gained a new high 
peak as the three star spellers took their places 
for the next test, which proved to be the final. 
And well it might, since it comprised such 
‘stickers” as these: discernible, corpuscle, 
stratosphere, innuendo, malfeasance, enunciation, 
nautilus, reciprocate, succinct, pseudonym, be- 
nignant, impecunious, euphemism, serviceable, 
witticism, debonair(e), nonchalant, ostracize, 
philologist, connoisseur, supercilious,  vicissi- 
tude, phial, tarpaulin and omniscience. Doctor 
Graves added to this list the word “ owing,” 
which he said had caused some difficulty at a 
contest held at Washington, D. C., but the latter 
word did not disturb these spellers —all had 
spelled it ce rrectly. 

The corrected paper showed Edward Meany, 
Nassau county entrant, to be the first prize 
winner, with three words misspelled — philol- 
gist, euphenism and omniscience Eastman 
Birkett, of Yates county, misspelled seven words 
and stood second; and Marjorie Latta, Greene 
county girl, found nine words that she could 
not spell. This gave her third award. 

Following the contest, Doctor Graves, the 
judges, parents of the winners, contestants and 
chaperons were piloted by bus to the city ot 
Syracuse where dinner was served, after which 
thev attended the performance at one of the 
theaters. On Wednesday the boys and girls 
had an opportunity to see the fair and to visit 
the midway. ; 

The judges this year were the following 


school superintendents Thomas B. Stoel, 


Clayton, Jefferson county; Daniel M. Blue, 
Boonville, Oneida county; Arthur T. Hamilton, 
North Harpersfield, Delaware county; Harold 
P. French, Loudonville, Albany county ; Claude 
D. Carter, Cortland, Cortland county; and 
M. Gazelle Hoffman, Lewiston, Niagara county. 


The contestants, with county represented, 


were: 

County Name Address 
Albany Anna L, Craw Ravena 
Allegany Dorothy E, Fuller Belmont 
Broome Joyce Blankley Port Dickinson 
*Cattaraugus Lois Colburn Conewango 
Cayuga Evelyn Jones Aurora 
Chautauqua June R. Fisher Ripley 


Chemung Eugenia Van Buskirk Elmira 

















Chenango Lois Bishop New Berlin 
Clinton Lucille Gebo Rouses Point 
Columbia Marie Kukon Germantown 
Cortland Carolyn Stafford Blodgett Mills 
Delaware Helen L. Warren Franklin 
Dutchess Charles Woodin Wingdale 
Erie Dorothy Weber East Amherst 
Essex Jean Nye Upper Jay 
Franklin Anna Curran Moira” 
Fulton Ruth Ziller Gloversville 
Genesee Eleanor Goodman Alexander 
Greene Marjorie Latta Coxsackie 
Hamilton Dorothy Philo Indian Lake 
Herkimer Blanche Tripp 4 wk 
lefferson Rose Toper Watertown 
Le Margaret Mantle Harrisville 
Liv n Leona McLean Dansville 
Ma Ida Wisner Chittenango 
M lean Ellis Pittsford 
Nassau Edward Meany Sea Cliff 
Niagara Paul McCusker Niagara Falls 
Onondaga Raymond Hackbarth Syracuse, R. D. 
Ontario Eleanor Bechtold Geneva 
Orange Viola Fond Rock Tavern 
Orleans Rhoda Turnbull Lyndonville 
Oswego Ruth Barker Fulton 
Otsego Richard Oldfield Hartwick 
Putnam Madeline Johnson Brewster 
Rockland George Brickelmaier Nanuet 

St Lawrence le Crowley Parishville 
Sarat *} » Landry Saratoga Springs 
Schoharie ncees Moxham Blenheim 
Schuyler net Cassidy Watkins Glen 
Se t elyn Stevens Waterloo 
Steuben Ruth Kirkendal Corning 
Suffolk Valter W. Clark Riverhead 
Pioga Shirley Bates Endicott 
lompkins Marcella Burns Ithaca 

} t Ruth Stokes High Falls 
Warren William Dirolf North Creek 
Washington Greenwich 
Wayne Williamson 
Westchester Shrub Oak 

W yor g Arcade 

Yate Penn Yan 





* Alternate 


National Hearing Week will be observed 
during the period from October 14th to 20th 
Many schools of the State will observe this 
week by making special efforts to test the 
hearing of pupils by means of the audiometer 
nd by securing treatment for children suffering 
from hearing defects. The slogan of the week 


is “ Help Conserve Hearing.” 
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Convocation Will Celebrate Century of Teacher Training 


To commemorate one hundred years of state 
support of teacher training in New York State 
a notable program has been planned for the 


seventieth Convocation of the University of the 


State of New York, which will be held on 
October 18th and 19th in Chancellors Hall of 
the State Education Building at Albany. More 


than usual interest has been aroused by the an- 
nouncement of the especially interesting pro- 
gram of addresses by outstanding leaders in 
education and in the arts that has been planned 
for this 100th anniversary of the first legislative 
enactment in America recognizing teacher edu- 
cation as a state function. 

The general theme of the Convocation will be 
“The Epic of Teacher Training in America.” 
Among the speakers will be Governor Herbert 
H. Lehman; Dr Walter J. Damrosch, musical 
counsel for the National Broadcasting Com- 
pany; Dr Lorado Taft, lecturer on art at the 
University of Chicago; Dr Walter A. 
president of the Carnegie Foundation; Dr Pay- 
son Smith, Commissioner of Education of the 
State of Massachusetts; Dr Henry W. Holmes, 
dean of the Graduate School of Education of 
Dr William C. 
Teachers 
Barrett H. 


Jessup, 


Harvard University ; Bagley, 
College, 


Clark, 


professor of education at 


Columbia University; and 
author and editor. 

The Convocation will be opened on Thursday 
October 18th, James 
The invocation will be pronounced by 


Colgate 


evening, by Chancellor 
Byrne. 
Dr George B. Cutten, president of 
University. The speakers at this session will 
be Dr Harry W. Reckwell, president of the 
State Teachers College at Buffalo, who will 
give the prologue, “ From Time Immemorial ” ; 
Governor Herbert H. Lehman, who will discuss 
“The Ability of the State to Support Teacher 
Dr Walter A. 
speak on “ Teacher Education 
Dr Walter J. 


subject will be “ Democracy Turns to Music.” 


Jessup, who will 


A State Func- 


Education ”; 


tion? ”’; and Damrosch, whose 


The impressive ceremony of conferring an 
honorary degree will take place at this session. 
Dr Frank Pierrepont Graves, President of The 
University of the State of New York and State 
Commissioner of Education, will present the 
diploma in behalf of the Regents. 

the Board of 


session, 


first 


the 


Regents and the Commissioner of 


Following 
Education 


will tender a reception to the delegates and 
invited guests in the rotunda of the State Edu- 
cation Building. 

The session on Friday morning, October 19th, 
will be opened by Regent John Lord O'Brian, 
chairman of the Regents committee for teacher 
education and certification. The speakers at this 
session will be Dr Payson Smith, whose subject 
is “The Men of Destiny”; Dr Henry W. 
Holmes, who “The Age of 
Experimentation”; and Dr William C. Bagley, 


will speak on 


whose subject is “ Education Outruns Training.” 
At the afternoon Friday Dr 
Taft will “America Seeks 
Beauty”; Barrett H. Clark will discuss “ New 
Frontiers for the Drama”; and Dr Charles W. 
Hunt, principal of the State Normal School at 
Oneonta, will give the epilogue, “ The Century 
Ahead.” 
by Vice Chancellor Thomas J. Mangan and the 
benediction will be pronounced by the Reverend 
Joseph M. Noonan, Niagara 


University. 


session on 


Lorado speak on 


This session will be opened and closed 


president of 


Music will be given a prominent part on the 
The State 
orchestra and the 


Convocation program. Fredonia 
Normal School 
Potsdam State Normal School symphonic choir 


Albany to entertain the Convoca- 


symphony 


will come to 
There will also be violin solos 

associate head of the music 
department of the State Normal 
School, and selections by the Crane male quartet 
State Normal School string 


tion audiences. 
by Harry King, 
Fredonia 
and the Potsdam 
quartet. 

The annual meeting of the State Association 
held in 


October 


of Colleges and Universities will be 
Chancellors Hall on the 
18th. The Association of State Teachers Col- 
lege and Normal School Faculties will hold its 


morning of 


meeting at the same time in the New York 
State College for Teachers at Albany. 
Mary C. Chamberlain, who retired last 


December as librarian for the blind in the New 


York State Library, died September 10th in 


Albany. Miss Chamberlain had served as 
librarian for the blind since 1907 and was 
largely responsible for the excellent service 
which the State Library provides for blind 


readers. 
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Department Cooperates in Milk Publicity Campaign 


The State Education Department is cooperat- 
ing in the statewide campaign sponsored by 
Governor Herbert H. Lehman to increase the 
consumption of milk. Commissioner of Educa- 
tion Frank P. Graves in a letter to superintend- 
ents and principals has explained the activities 
that the Department is undertaking in making 
this campaign effective and suggests ways in 
which the schools may cooperate. The Com- 
missioner’s letter follows: 

All of you are undoubtedly aware of the 
statewide campaign sponsored by Governor 
Lehman to increase the consumption of milk 
\pproximately 70,000 dairy farmers in New 
York State, producing annually nearly six 
billion pounds of milk, place our State in a 
foremost rank among the dairy states of the 
Union. In many localities the consumption of 
milk has been reduced by as much as 20 per 
cent from 1931 to 1933. For the State as a 
whole, the consumption of milk is slightly 
more than 0.50 pint per capita per day at the 
present time. If this amount could be in 
creased to the quantity recommended by 
nutrition experts—one pint for each adult 
and one quart for each child — it would be 
difficult to overestimate the gain in the health 
of our people, as well as the increase in the 
income of our dairy farmers. 

I am sure that superintendents, principals 
and teachers throughout the State will be 
happy to cooperate with the Governor in mak 
ing this campaign effective. I would suggest 
that the part in the campaign in which we 
may render most effective service is an 
increased emphasis in all types of school ac- 
tivities on the nutritive and the economic 
value of milk as a food. 

Under separate cover will go forward to 
each superintendent and principal the follow- 
ing types of materials: (a) a quantity of 
pamphlets for teachers dealing with the 
nutritive and economic values of milk with 
suggested teaching procedures prepared coop 
eratively by this Department and the Milk 
Publicity Bureau; (/) posters suitable for 
display in school buildings which have been 


prepared and which are being sent by the 
Milk Publicity Bureau; (c) a self-explana 
tory letter for principals. 

I have asked representatives of the Depart- 
ment in those fields of work which deal 


directly or indirectly with the consumption of 


milk, to prepare suggestions for the use of 
special groups of teachers, in carrying’ for- 
ward the campaign. For example, sugges 
tions are being prepared for the use of art 
teachers in the guidance of pupils in the 
preparation of charts and posters; for agri 
cultural teachers in assembling accurate data 
for the community in regard to the consump 
tion of milk; for home economics teachers 
in the economic and nutritive value of milk 
as a food and the increased use of milk in 
the school cafeteria; for school nurses and 
physicians in reference to the use of milk in 
building physical vigor and resistance, and for 
science teachers in reference to the composi 
tion of milk and the comparative value of 
milk as a food. 

We must not forget that parents are 
primarily responsible for the amount of milk 
which children consume \ccordingly, a 

special effort should be made to bring th 
nutritive and economic values of milk to the 
attention of parents, particularly in connection 
with parent-teacher associations and other 
groups which provide a means for teachers 
to extend the services of the schools to the 
homes of children. 

I am sure that Governor Lehman will ap 
preciate some evidence during the year of the 
active participation of our school people in 
this statewide effort. From time to time as 
special projects are undertaken or completed, 
I shall be glad to have you forward a brief 
statement of the enterprise to the Department, 
where the facts will be summarized and trans 
mitted to the Governor. 

—~ 
Geographic News Bulletins 
Available for Teachers 

The National Geographic Society has an 
nounced that publication of its illustrated 
Geographic News Bulletins for teachers will be 
resumed early in October. These bulletins are 
issued weekly for 30 weeks of the school year 
They embody pertinent facts for classroom use 
and are illustrated with geographic photographs 
Teachers are requested to apply early for the 
number of these bulletins desired. They are 
obtainable only by teachers, librarians, college 
and normal students. Teachers may order bulle 
tins in quantities for class use, to be sent to 
one address, but 25 cents must be remitted for 


each subscription to cover the mailing costs 
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Attendance Record for State Averages 94.67 Per Cent 


The median attendance for the 
State during the school year 1933-34, calculated 
upon a monthly basis, was 94.67, as compared 
to 94.81 in 1932-33 and 95.06 in 1931-32, accord- 
ing to a summary made by Charles L. Mosher, 
Director of the Attendance and Child Account- 
ing Division of the Department. 


percentage 


Commenting on these figures, Mr Mosher 
said: 

Just how accurately these apparently slight 
differences reflect the effects of depression can 
not be determined, but it would have been sur- 
prising indeed if the record of 1931-32 or of 
1932-33 had been maintained or exceeded last 
More favorable conditions are hoped jor 


year. 
this year. 
The valiant efforts of teachers and other 


school officers to assist children in meeting un- 
usual and difficult conditions should not go 
unmentioned. Without effective cooperation of 
school and other community groups, the results 
to children of general unemployment would 
have been much more serious. 


The median monthly attendance records for 
the State follow: 


SCHOOL SUPERVISORY 

YEAR CITIES VILLAGES DISTRICTS STATI 
1931-32.... 95.39 — = 2 94.93.... 95.06 
3932-33...-. 94.93.... 94.80 Tescce See 
BOSS-GA ccs PE.FZ. nce PReFBccre MGB . 94.67 

A comparison of the records for 1931-32, and 


the two succeeding years follows: 


SUPERVISORY 


CITIES VILLAGES DISTRICTS 


Loss from year preceding 
SS RNase 46 34 .16 
1933-34 21 .08 5 
Combined loss...... .67 .42 .31 
These figures would seem _ to _ indicate, 


Mr Mosher explains, greatest effects in cities, 
next in villages with superintendents of schools 


and least in supervisory districts, which are 


made up of rural districts and smaller villages. 
In 1933-34 the lowest averuge was reached 

in February, while in the preceding year the 

lowest mark was in March. Only in October, 

January and April were the records of the State 

better than in the preceding year. 

with attendance records of 


School systems 


96 per cent or above during the school year 
1933-34 follow: 

4 TIES 
*Lackawanna 96.2 
*Ogdensburg 96.1 
Oneonta 96.3 


VILLAGES 
Ne ea eee a ee an seecences< 1 
~~ = aera ‘ dime ners 16.8 
"Elmira Heights ... Siete ei ah ela al tae aa ta 16.3 
ie. Se ea 96.7 
Herkimer ...... ‘ paapieh oi sect aie Me it 96.5 
Teens TORY caccnciace Ge wh eed bt es 96.1 
Mount Kisco ........ tS FS ee eS 96.0 
Saranac Lake ..... ee ese ceecccoece 16.7 
PTE anaxsusnes eer miecicietee 96.0 
Semece Fas ...ccsccsss aa er obese 96.5 
Ticonderoga beens ‘* ; . 6.1 
Whitehall ....... kAeh Oe aheeobee 96.6 
SUPERVISORY DISTRICTS 
Allegany, 5 - cheater Seu : 6.0 
***Chemung, 2... , ere eines 96.6 
a ae ve ,anne 96.0 
**St Lawrence, 1 he wiles ee 96.2 
"Wayne, 1. a ‘ = “wes 96.0 


* On lists of 1932-33, 
** On lists of 1931-32 and 1932-33. 
*** On lists of 1930-31, 1931-32 and 1932-33. 


The villages of Frankfort and Scotia and the 
second supervisory district of Chemung county 
have notable records extending over four con- 
secutive years. 

Discussing attendance reports filed with the 
Department, Mr Mosher said: 


Eight thousand, nine hundred ten attendance 
reports are filed monthly by superintendents 
with the Attendance and Child Accounting 
Division, a total of 89,100 for the year. 

Since reports from cities and villages are 
sent in summary form, while in supervisory 
districts the reports from all schools are col- 
lected and sent in for summarization, the latter 
are properly considered separately. 

Chenango 2, Madison 3, Otsego 2, and 
Warren 3 sent in no incorrect reports, a notable 
record not achieved without consistent and per- 
sistent effort on the part of teachers, principals 
and superintendents 

Two supervisory districts did not allow any 
month to without sending in incorrect 
reports. 


pass 


had 
less 


Seventy-nine supervisory districts some 
incorrect reports five or more (but than 
10) months. The average number of such 
reports a month was 128.7, while the average 
number of contributing supervisory districts 
was 73.0. 

While it is true that the 128 incorrect reports 
constitute less than 1% per cent of the monthly 
total sent in, it will take little imagination to 
realize that difficulty and delay follow the 
necessity of returning these reports each month 
for correction. 


Why the mistakes? Not because the process 


of calculating the items of the report is difficult 
but largely through carelessness and because the 
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work is often done incidentally. Frequently the 
same little mistakes are repeated by the same 
persons. If care is taken to learn by an hour’s 
serious concentration the correct procedure, 
further difficulty is unlikely. 

Types of error are: Children are frequently 
reported illegally absent (item 3) and then the 
half-days thus lost (item 4) are not entered. 

Frequently the possible aggregate attendance 
(item 8) is entered as the actual aggregate 
days’ attendance (item 9), or vice versa. 

Errors in simple addition are not uncommon 
and the fact that the percentage attendance for 
year to date (item 10, total C) is not to be 
secured by adding or averaging percentages but 
must be found by dividing the total aggregate 
attendance (item 9, total C) by the total pos- 
sible attendance (item 8, total C) still escapes 
notice. 


43,790 Members Reported in 
Teachers Retirement System 


Membership in the New York State Teachers 
Retirement System totaled 43,790 on July 1, 
1934, according to the annual report of the Re- 
tirement Board. The number of members 
added during the year was 3864, and the number 
who withdrew, retired or died during the year 
was 3789. The number of annuitants at the 
end of the year was 3743. 

Commenting on the report Dr Randolph T. 
Congdon, president of the board, says: 

The conservative administration of the system, 
including investments, has thus far fully met 
the emergency caused by the depression. 

It is gratifying that the 1934 session of the 
Legislature continued its support of the retire- 
ment systems of the State. 

It is with regret that the board announces the 
resignation of Mr Charles H. Cheney, who for 
about twenty years was an efficient member of 
the Retirement Board, and during the last seven 
years was its president. 

Commissioner Graves has appointed District 
Superintendent P. B. Matthews of Long Island 
to complete the unexpired term of Mr Cheney. 

At the meeting of the National Council of 
Teachers Retirement Systems, held in Cleveland, 
Ohio, February last, twenty states were repre- 
sented. A growing interest im teacher retire- 
men* systems seems to prevail, and generally 
speaking the reports trom the various systems 
throughout this country were more reassuring 
than those of the previous year. 

The board appreciates the continued support 
of the membership of the Teachers Retirement 
System and of all agencies having to do with 
the welfare of the system. 


New Superintendents Named 
in Cities and Villages 

New superintendents of schools have been 
reported this fall in the following cities and 
villages: 

Little Falls, Carlyle C. Ring 
Mechanicville, John N. Hayes 

East Rochester, Theodore L. R. Morgan 
Owego, Orlie M. Clem 

Port Chester, Evan E. Jones 

Roslyn, F. R. Wegner 

Rye Neck, Donald M. Tower 

Evan E. Jones, who has been superintendent 
of schools at Mechanicville for the past 12 
years, has been named superintendent in Port 
Chester to fill the vacancy caused by the resig- 
nation last December of Silas O. Rorem. Super- 
intendent Jones is a graduate of Hamilton 
College and received his master’s degree at 
Columbia University. Before going to Mechan 
icville he was principal at Adams, Newport 
and Piermont. 

Superintendent Hayes has been principal of 
the Corinth High School for the past four 
years. He is a graduate of the New York State 
College for Teachers at Albany and before 
going to Corinth was principal at Valley Falls 
and North Creek. 

F. R. Wegner, who has been superintendent 
of schools in Little Falls since 1930, has been 
named superintendent at Roslyn to succeed 
Superintendent James B. Welles, who has been 
named principal of the Geneseo State Normal 
School. Superintendent Wegner went to Little 
Falls from the principalship of the Ithaca High 
School. The new superintendent at Little Falls, 
Carlyle C. Ring, has been principal of the Cam- 
den High School. 

Frederick E. Bellows retired as superintendent 
of schools in Rye Neck in June, when he com 
pleted 66 years of teaching and supervisory 
work in New York and Rye Neck schools. He 
has been succeeded as superintendent by Donald 
M. Tower, who has been connected with the 
Binghamton school system for a number o 
years as junior high school principal and 
supervisor. 

oO 

Tradition and innovation in the teaching of 
English in time of accelerated social change is 
the general topic of the annual meeting of the 
National Council of Teachers of Englis 
held in Washington, D. C., November 29th 
December Ist. 
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Instruction in Government 


Hearty indorsement of the report of the Com- 
mittee on American Citizenship of the American 
Bar Association and the joint resolution of the 
Legislature passed on August 15th concerning 
the importance of instruction in the principles 
of the Federal Constitution and Government in 
New 


Regents in 


all schools and colleges of the State of 
York was given by the Board of 
an action taken at its meeting on September 
2lst. The 
quested the Board of 


resolution of the Legislature re- 
Regents “to take such 
action as be appropr’ate to impress the 


educational institutions of this State subject to 


may 
their jurisdiction with a ' zher appreciation of 


their usefulness as instrumentalities of the 
State and to require such institutions to incul- 
cate in our students a more full, complete, and 
fundamental understanding of our Federal 
Constitution, political history, and philosophy, 
the merit of our form of government and the 
guarantees of liberty embraced thereunder so 


that our people will be inspired to forever 
protect, maintain and defend it.” 

The action of the Board of Regents pledged 
the Board to continue its efforts to carry out 
to the utmost of its power the provisions of 
the Education Law requiring all pupils of eight 
years of age attending public and _ private 
schools to receive instruction in patriotism and 
citizenship and requiring instruction in the his- 
tory and meaning of the Constitution of the 
United States, and also pledged its continued 
efforts in carrying out the Department require- 
ments that all pupils in the eighth or higher 
grades shall attend instruction in the provisions 
patriotism and 


of the Constitution and in 


citizenship and that courses in these subjects 
be necessary for all high school diplomas and 
qualifying certificates issued by the Department. 
The Board of Regents furthermore commended 
the report of the American Bar Association 
and the resolution of the Legislature to the 
attention of all institutions of higher education 
within the State, holding that the principles of 
our form of government should be understood 
by all citizens but that a thorough study of the 
advantages of this form of government should 
particularly be made by more mature students. 


Summer Session Enrolments 


enrolments in 1934 
than in the 1933 
according to reports received by the Depart 
The enrolments follow: 


Summer session were 


somewhat higher session, 


ment. 


Institutions 1933 


Colleges and universities 


Adelphi College...... ‘ no session 31 
Alfred University ..... . 139 139 
Brooklyn College ............ 2 523 2 $29 
Canisius Calleme 2.2.6. cccsccs 326 374 
College of the Sacred Heart... no session 5 
Cornell University ....... ““ 1 486 

Columbia University ......... 9 144 10 240 
Fordham University ......... 1 041 793 
Hartwick College ....... ae 60 91 
Pe CRD co cccspaceeees no session 85 
Houghton College ........... 63 44 
COE ee 2 633 2 760 
EEN OE EE ae 96 7 
Ladycliff College ..... e+eees NO Session 81 
Long Island University . |. » aes 1 Of 
Manhattan College .......... no session 110 
Nazareth College ............ 108 98 
New York University........ 4 335 4 493 
Niagara University, Graduate 

ON err eatin ete die as no session 0) 
St Bonaventure’s College... .. 235 249 
St Lawrence University...... 177 179 
Skidmore College, Summer 

School of Music............ ccieet 20 
Syracuse University ...... . . 1 229 
University of Buffalo.... é 657 449 
University of Rochester, Col 

lege of Arts and Science... 447 407 
University of Rochester, East 

man School of Music = 261 24 
Vassar College, Institute of 

Rae ee ss ‘ 64 
Wagner College ............. mo session 14 

State teachers colleges and nor 

mal schools 
State Col'ege tor Teachers, 

Albany sialic ie 1 422 1 359 
State Teach llege, Buffalo 877 941 
State Normal Scnool, Cortland 294 369 
State Normal School, Fredonia 231 258 
State Normal School, Geneseo. 600 640 
State Normal School, New 

| re ee 301 432 
State Normal School, Oneonta. 618 495 
State Normal School, Oswego. 528 512 
State Normal School, Platts 

DE cv cudesautene er 176 210 
State Normal School, Potsdam 455 428 

Other schools 
Allegany School of Natural 
DT ecscenanes . ‘ 40 


Rome State School 48 
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Regulations for Secondary School Teachers’ Certificates 


The regulations of the Commissioner of Edu- 
cation for the issuance of certificates to teach 
in the public secondary schools on and after 
September 1, 1935 are explained in the following 
preliminary statement : 

A person who wishes to qualify for a license 
valid for teaching certain academic subjects in 
the public secondary schools shall have com- 
pleted an approved four-year curriculum leading 
to the bachelor’s degree, which includes at least 
18 semester hours’ credit in approved profes- 
sional courses. The professional courses may 
be completed subsequent to college luation 
when not included in the undergracrvate pro 
eram. The courses in educational psychology, 
methodology, observation and practice teaching 
which are included as a part of the professional 
requirement shall be related to the 


nature and development of pupils of high school 


directly 


age, the learning process and the technics and 
materials best suited to stimulate the kind of 
learning on the adolescent level which results 


in maximum achievement. Courses in method- 


ology should be related to the subject or sub 
jects which the candidate is preparing to teach 
in the secondary school. The professional pro- 


gram required for certification will be as 


follows : 


SEMESTER 


COURSES wenne’ caine 


History, philosophy, principles and 


problems of education..... jaa 8 
\dolescent development, educa 

tional psychology and method- 
eee ces ewentadweuwnie’ 6-10 
‘Observation and practice teaching 2-6 

The certificate valid for secondary school 


teaching will be restricted to the teaching of 


the subject or group of subjects determined by 


the collegiate preparation of the candidate. 


requirements are minimums, not maxi 


It is believed that they are low enough 


rhese 
mums. 


to permit the liberal arts college graduate to 


qualify for the teaching of two or three sub 


jects in the secondary school. The subjects 
which one is certified to teach will be deter 


adjustments will be made in accord 


11f necessary, 
ince with the present practices followed by colleges. 


mined in accordance with the schedule which 


follows : 


_ 1 Fh 

SUBJECT OR SUBJECT Group HOURS’ CREDIT 
English . - el a 18 
\ foreign’ or classical language 18 
History a i . 18° 
Mathematics . 15 
Sciences .. 30 
Biological sciences 18 
Physical sciences 18 
Social studies . 30 

1 In addition to this requirement teache 
a certificate to teach a for 1 | lage I 


‘ 
written and oral examinations 
? Based on three unit t 

Based on two unit f entrance credit, 
For example, in order to teach English in 
the secondary school one must have completed 
while in college or subsequent thereto at least 


18 semester hours’ credit in approved English 


courses. Likewise to teach English, history and 
mathematics one must have completed during 
his four years of approved college preparation 
or subsequent thereto 18 semester hours’ credit 


in English, 18 semester hours’ credit in history 


and 15 semester hours’ credit in mathematics 
\ qualified candidate will first receive a pro 


visional certificate, which is a valid license to 
teach the subject or group of subjects named 
thereon in the public secondary schools for five 


The 


may be renewed for another five-year period on 


consecutive years provisional certificate 


evidence that the teacher has completed at least 
teaching during the 


three years of satisfactory 


and 15 semester 


beyond the 


preceding five-year period 


hours’ credit in approved courses 


minimum preparation prescribed for its issuance 


The holder of the provisional certificate may 


qualify for the renewable certificate, which is 


a valid license to teach the subject or group of 
subjects named thereon for ten consecutive years 


rovided he has completed six years of satis 
I ) 


factory teaching during the preceding ten 


year period and 30 semester hours’ credit in 


approved courses beyond the minimum prepara 
pro 


tion prescribed for the issuance of the 


visional certificate It is assumed that the 


an additior vear of study 


which leads to the 





teacher in planning 
program 
The 


is not necessarily a requirement for the issuance 


will pursue a 


master’s degre¢ master’s degree, however, 


of the renewable certificate 
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The renewable certificate shall be renewed for 
ten-year periods on evidence that during the 
preceding ten-year period the teacher has com- 
pleted at least six years of satisfactory teaching 
and six semester hours’ credit in approved 
courses or its equivalent. During each ten-year 
period travel tours of an educational nature, 
curriculum research, contributions to profes- 
sional literature and other types of professional 
work which contribute to the teacher’s growth 
in service may be offered toward the completion 
of the required six semester hours’ credit. 

The validity of either form of the certificate 
shall be extended by the Commissioner of Edu- 
cation to include the teaching of another general 
subject or special subject on evidence that the 
teacher has completed the minimum academic 
or technical preparation prescribed for the 
teaching of that subject. Its validity may be 
extended to include the teaching of the common 
branches in the public elementary school on 
evidence that the teacher has completed 30 
semester hours’ credit in approved professional 
and technical courses directly related to the 
teaching and development of children, to modern 
elementary school problems and to the evolution 
of the elementary school as a social institution. 
Twelve of the above 30 semester hours’ credit 
shall be in practice teaching in campus schools 
or in supervised off-campus elementary schools 
which provide student teaching opportunities 
that satisfy the intent of the regulations. 


Regent Young Dedicates 
State Fair Building 


Regent Owen D. Young delivered the address 
dedicating the Coliseum on the grounds of the 
New York State Fair on September 4th. The 
building has been named the Wing Coliseum in 
honor of Professor Henry Hiram Wing, for 
many years head of the animal husbandry 
department of the New York State College of 
Agriculture at Cornell University, as an expres- 
sion of appreciation and in recognition of his 
distinguished contribution to the dairy industry 
and to the science of animal husbandry not only 
of this State but throughout the world. 

Commissioner of Education Frank P. Graves 


had charge of the ceremonies. Charles H. 
Baldwin, Commissioner of Agriculture and 


M arkets, also sp ke. 


Normal School and Teachers 
College Faculties Will Meet 


The annual meeting of the New York Asso- 
ciation of Normal School and Teachers College 
Facul** will be held on October 18th and 19th 
in Albany. The sessions on the morning and 
afternoon of October 18th will be held in the 
New York State College for Teachers. In 
the evening and the next day the members of 
the association will join with the seventieth 
Convocation of The University of the State of 
New York, which has teacher education as its 
central theme. 

The meeting will open with a general session 
at which greetings will be extended by Commis- 
sioner of Education Frank P. Graves and an 
address on “ What Should Be the Contributions 
of the Teacher-training Institution toward 
Solving the Problems in Rural Education?” 
will be given by Ray P. Snyder, Director of 
the Rural Education Division of the Depart- 
ment, with discussion led by District Superinten 
dent of Schools A. Winfield Trainor, of Lewis 
county. The annual business session will follow. 

In the afternoon the members of the associ- 
ation will divide into discussion groups with 
the following leaders: Group 1, The Relation- 
ship between the Laboratory School and the 
College Department in a Teacher-training Insti 
tution, Dr Charles W. Hunt, principal, State 
Normal School, Oneonta; Group 2, Measures 
of Competence in Teaching, Dr Richard K 
Piez, State Normal School, Oswego; Group 3, 
Principal Elements in the Training School 
Program, Dr Edward S. Evenden, Teachers 


College, Columbia University; Group 4, The 


Relative Worth of Class and Extraclass Activi 
ties, Dr Elbert K. Fretwell, Teachers College, 
Columbia University; Group 5, The Values of 
Integration and Articulation of Teacher-training 
Programs, Dr Florence Stratemeyer, Teachers 
College, Columbia University. 
In addition there will be conferences of 
financial secretaries and of registrars. 
o - 


October 27th Is Anniversary 
of Theodore Roosevelt’s Birth 


October 27th is the 76th anniversary of the 
birth of Theodore Roosevelt. A suggested pro- 
gram for observing the event may be obtained 
from the Woman’s Roosevelt Memorial Asso- 
ciation, with headquarters at Roosevelt House, 
28 East 20th street, New York City. 
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Federal Funds Allotted for School Construction 


The Federal Emergency Administration of 
Public Works approved allotments for 
school projects in addition to those previously 


has 


listed as follows: 
Allocation 
$825 000 
80 000 


Location and Project 
Lawrence — H‘gh school 
Brighton — School 





Pottersville — School 130 000 
Keene Valley - - School 180 000 
Franklin Square — School 291 000 
Hudson — High school 540 000 
East Rockaway — High school 295 000 
Manhasset — School 500 000 
Schroon Lake — School 289 800 
Walton School 145 000 
Averill Park — School 39 600 
Cincinnatus School 214 500 
Monticello — School 337 000 
South Otselic — School 121 000 
Fairmount — School 142 200 
Yorktown Heights — School 310 000 
Corinth — School 225 000 
Remsen — School 196 000 
Seneca Falls — School *20 500 
Seaford — School 167 200 
South Glens Falls — School 200 000 
Ellenville — School 109 000 
Hammondsport — School 119 488 
Lansingburg — High school 450 000 
Ardsley — School 100 000 
Merrick — School repairs 185 000 
Mount Upton — School 81 000 
Lackawanna — School addition 72 000 
Hunter — School 

Tannersville — School 400 000 
Lexington — School 

Mahopac School 370 000 
Olean — High school 815 000 
Tupper Lake — School 300 000 
Wilson — School 220 000 
Leonardsville — School 119 500 
Truxton School 125 000 
Gilbertsville — School 137 000 
Castile — School building addition 85 000 
DeRuyter School 145 000 
Machias Addition to school 72 000 
Van Cortlandville — School 75 000 
Russell — School gymnasiuin 10 500 
Guilderland — School 20 OOO 
Brant School 49 000 
Last Worcester School addition 26 500 


Allocation 


Location and Project 


South Fallsburg— School _ building 
addition $70 000 
Oceanside — School 451 600 


83 500 
371 000 


Hartford School 

Tuckahoe — Three schools 

New York City — Tottenville High 
School 

New York City P. S. 48, Queens 

Hempstead — Various additions 

New York City ey oe A 

New York City P. S. 149 

New York City P. S. 8, 

School 


977 000 
384 100 
650 000 
301 700 
630 000 
246 000 
185 000 
173 000 
142 500 


(Jueens 
Queens 
Bronx 
Churchville - 
Harpursville — School 
Andes — School 


Calendar of Educational Meetings 


University Convocation, Albany, October 18th 
19th 
State Association of Colleges and Universities, 


Albany, October 18th 

New York State Association of Normal School 

and Teachers College Faculties, Albany, 
October 18th-19th 

New York State School 
Syracuse, October 29th-30th 

New York State Teachers Association, north 
ern district, Potsdam, October 11th; southern 
district, Elmira, October 5th; central district, 
Utica, October 26th; eastern district, Schenec- 
tady, October 25th-26th ; southeastern district, 
New York City, October 26th; central 
western district, Rochester, November 2d—3d; 

Buffalo, November 2d-3d; 

Lake Placid, October 


Boards Association, 


district, 
district, 


western 
northeastern 
4th-5th 

New York State Association of District Super 
intendents, New York City, December 17th 
19th 


New York State Vocational Association, Syra 
cuse, December 27th-28th 

\ssociated Academic Principals, Syracuse, De 
cember 27th-29th 

New York State Association of Elementary 
Principals, syracuse December 27t 28 
leachers’ conferences rst district of N 
county, Williston Park, October 9th; first d 
trict of Franklin county Potsdam, October 
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Schools Celebrate Tercentenary of Secondary Education 


Mobilization is under way throughout the 
United States for the big parade of secondary 
schools in recognition of their 300th anniversary 
in 1934-35. Schools and civic organizations are 
collaborating on ceremonies, orations, pageants, 
exhibitions, parades and other enterprises. 
Meanwhile the committee for the national cele- 
bration, representing the Department of Sec- 
ondary School Principals of the National Edu- 
cation Association, is planning radio programs, 
ceremonies for national conventions, organiza- 
tion of a national high school band and 
orchestra, a national high school fair, a 
memorial motion picture and the 300th anni- 
versary issue of Scholastic, national high school 
weekly, to be issued next February, depicting 
the finest achievements of secondary schools. 

The celebration committee has formulated the 
following objectives for the celebration: to 
present to the public the aims and works of 
secondary education ; to emphasize the necessity 
of public secondary education to a free democ- 
racy; to acquaint the public with advanced de- 
velopments in secondary instruction; to improve 
the chances for every boy and girl to benefit 
from the full potentialities of the secondary 


schools. 


The celebration of the 300th anniversary of 
secondary education in the United States is to 
find its most enthusiastic expression in the higt 
school classrooms during the school year 1934- 
35. The committee has prepared a number of 
plans for local celebrations. Among the sug- 
gestions are the following: Art classes may 
make posters and medallions celebrating the 
anniversary, hanging them in prominent places 
in the school and in the community. The best 
of the posters should be sent to the National 
High School Art Exhibition at Carnegie In- 
stitute, Pittsburgh, Pa., in March. English 
classes may write letters of congratulation to 
J. L. Powers, headmaster of the Boston Latin 
School, the school whose birthday is being cele- 
brated. Prizes will be awarded for the best 
of these letters. History classes may prepare 
a history of the local high school, with the co- 
operation of English classes. Plans are under 
way to award prizes to schools preparing the 
best local high school history. Pupils may par- 
ticipate in the Scholastic awards for short 
stories, poetry, essays and one-act plays. Music 
classes may rehearse songs popular in the early 
schools and cooperate with dramatic clubs in 
presenting pageants and plays. 
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